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Military Nursing

The Oldest Art

A long Rich History

The American Army Nurse

Lessons Learned

Wartime shortage

Flight Nursing

Impact on the field

Future



Excerpt from: A Cultural Milieu 

Project by Vickie Green

“The  American Military Nurse represents the authentic self 
of bravery, care and compassion.  Her writings reveal the 
human aspects of war that are seldom exposed due to their 
realism and tragic endings. 

In the dark, ugly aftermath, the nurse provides a light; to 
ease pain and fear, restore individuality and treat each 
patient compassionately to the best of her ability.  Through 
the solace of writing, the nurse faces her own aftermath; 
finally able to release her own emotions, which seem trivial 
in the face of her fallen companions. 

I have a strong passion for nursing, and place my feet in the 
footprints of those before me.  I have a keen regard for 
military nursing for the bravery and courage it takes to 
straddle both worlds of life and death in the name of civil 
duty. “ Vicky Green 2001



Knight Hospitallers Order of the 

Maltese Cross (Male Nurse Order)



Tiffany Panels of early military nurses



Male Nurses Dixmont Hospital in Pennsylvania



The Oldest of 

the Medical 

Arts?



Wartime Nurse Leaders

Florence 

Nightingale

Mary 

Bickerdyke
Anna 

Turner 



Nurse Corps Insignias

Left to right: Navy, 

Army, Air Force



Insignia 

changes 

through 

the years





This Year the Corps celebrates 105 Years!



The Red Cross Support 

through the years…



Addressing the Wartime Nursing Shortages



A Call for Army Nurse Corps Recruits



Free Educational Opportunities!



WW II in the Philippines 

Bataan Corregidor Nurse POWs



The Bataan Nurses after release from 

captivity in the Philippines.

Honored or Paraded?



Posters are the Media 

of Choice during the 

WWI and WWII 

Eras





Early on, men had the 

opportunity to serve as 

Hospital Corpsmen 

before the Army let 

them serve as nurses.



Pictures worth a 

thousand words



The WWII Nurse 

Shortage – 50,000 

wanted!



Yes, Dr. Sam 

Need’s you



The Art of Nursing



Advances towards equality



Nursing in 

Media



Out of necessity the 

barriers come down



Flag left 

waving after 

the bombing of 

Pearl Harbor 

December 7th

1941

Old

Glory



Military Nurse Books



Media



As they saw … 

they drew and 

they remembered









Nurse Recruits Step Up!



Nursing School



Always be 

prepared



The wounded have to 

be retrieved from the 

front line

Improvisation 

is the Key!



Snapshot’s of War



The Horrors of War





Vietnam Women’s 

Memorial in D.C.

Six of the 64 women who died in Nam



Never give Up!



The Women’s War Memorial



Life of a Flight Nurse

Spotlighting 

Elvera E. Lindholm Cook

the inspiration for this 

project.



Air Force Flight Nurse Graduation 

1954



Complete Aero-medical Battalion Graduating Class







A Rich 

History



Flight Crew 

Creed



Flight Nursing Office





On the Tarmac at Tachikawa 
Air Base Japan

The Aero-Medical System



Testing the Engines



C-131A Designed for a Special Purpose



All Aboard 

MAC* flight

“Red Cross 

Volunteers with 

Snacks and 

Beverages for the 

Wounded”

*“MAC stands for 

Mobile Air 

Command”



THE RED CROSS AT TACHIKAWA A.B.

Red Cross…

Serving the patients and the crew



Lindy doing preflight checks



Last Minute Preparations



“Another litter patient  on his way up!”

(Lindy’s notes on back of picture)



Carrying a TB patient up the ramp to the interior of our C-

131A.  A/C in background is a C-118 (DC-6) This is what we fly 

to Newfoundland, Germany and such.

(note on back of picture)







Lindy Tracking Patients



Giving Patient Report



Securing the passengers for the journey…



You’re going to be just fine!



Flight nurse rounding on her patients 

and assessing circulation of one…













Going Home is always Good News!





A Caring Smile

Later he will 

only remember 

looking into the 

eyes of an angel!



“One of our med techs assisting a litter patient with 

his in-flight lunch.”
(Lindy’s notes)



Flight Nurse with 

Iron Lung Patient 

Atmospheric 

pressures can cause 

havoc with 

pulmonary patients



Ready for transfer to 

ground transportation



Medics Unload the Patients



“Loading of a patient into a bus ambulance.”
(Lindy’s note on back of picture)



One of our flight nurses with 

some ambulatory patients.  

Capt. Ruth Krubsack 

formerly Public information 

Officer for the squadron.  

Now married to one of the 

118 pilots and a dependent 

of McGuire AFB.

(notes on back of picture)



“Fire fighting crew – always on standby while we land, take-

off, on and off load patients , re-fuel and seems they’re just 

isn’t anytime when they are not around.”
(Lindy’s notes on back of picture)



Officer promotion – another 

motivation for a job well done!



(Photo from the Stars and Stripes Jan 15, 1967)

Chief of Nursing, Vietnam 1967



Flight Nurses take Pride in their job!



Sometimes we Play, Sometimes its REAL!



The USO: A long History of  Support to our troops



Family members of 

Author



Naval Nurse Training at Fleet Hospital Camp Pendleton

(Pictures of Slideshow editor at large)











COL Edwin J. Cook and LTCOL Elvera Lindholm-Cook



Dedicated to a True 

Ambassador for Nursing

And to all of those who will have the 

opportunity to follow in her footsteps…
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