Mary Barakzai

CSU, Fresno 1985 

1.) Briefly tell about your family background 

My name is _Cricket (Mary) Barakzai_; I was born in _Fresno, California.  I was the __1__ of __1__ children born to _Edwin_ & Veda Devereux.  I come from a medical family, since my father was a physician and my mother was a nurse.   I obtained a Post Master’s Certificate from FSC/CSUF in _1998____.  I obtained BA degree at Wellesley College, a BSN at Cornell University, and a MSN at Columbia in Maternal and Child Health. I married _Zahir (Abbey) Barakzai, we have ___2__children, _Eden__ (age) deceased at 15_and _David (age) 26 who is in the nursing program at California State University, Fresno.  I worked at New York Hospital as a charge nurse in obstetrics from _1971-1974 and as a Nurse Practitioner and Certified Nurse Midwife in New Jersey and California until 1993 when I began teaching with the Planned Parenthood Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner Program, an affiliate of UCSF.  I then taught with University of California Davis until 2003.  Once I had obtained my EdD through the joint doctoral program with UC Davis, I became faculty at Fresno State.
Name of school and date of graduation:
	2000-2003
	University of California, Davis, California State University, Fresno
	Doctorate in Education


	Educational Leadership

	
	
	
	

	1996-1998
	California State University

Fresno, CA
	Post Master’s

Certificate
	Family Nurse Practitioner/

Credentialed School Nurse

	
	
	
	

	1973-74
	Columbia University

New York City, NY
	M.S.N.
	Maternal and Child Nursing

	
	
	
	

	1969-71
	Cornell University-New York Hospital School of Nursing

New York City, NY


	B.S.N.
	Nursing

	1965-69
	Wellesley College,

Wellesley, MA
	B.A.
	Anthropology


2.) List any student nurse experience you may remember and any faculty?

None
3.) How do you feel about nursing then and now, and in the future?

We used to do so much more and do it better.  I was in charge of one OB complications floor with 35 mothers and 35 babies with 1 aide and 1 infant care tech.  These were sick women and most of the babies were boarders and had to be fed in the nursery.  We got all that done, plus changed the draw sheets, etc. and ran the labor admitting room.  Now, nurses have 4 or 5 patients and give almost no care.  I’d hate the lack of patient contact and the paperwork now.
4.) Any bits of wisdom you have learned over the years?  

(If you have changed professions, how has your nursing education helped?)

Nursing has been good to me.  I have reinvented and recycled myself numerous times, changing from clinical to teaching to administration, etc. whenever I got bored or needed a new challenge.  Nothing learned is ever wasted.
