Beverly Lombardi Gillett

FSC 1966

Short Nursing BIO: Tell us about your Nursing career since graduation and further education you may have received:
In the 1980’s I had to raise 2 children with a lot of health problems & learning problems.  This took me out of the workforce.  I continue my in-service education because I am interested in preventive care.

Briefly tell about your family history:

My name is Beverly Gillett; I was born in King City.  I was the only child born to John & Mary Lombardi.  I was the 1st to go to college in my family, and the 1st nurse in my family. I graduated from FSC/CSUF in 1966. I obtained my BS Degree.  I married Raymond Gillett; we have 2 children, Russell 27, and Lesley 25.  One is a nutritionist for WIC with PCA degree and on is an organic farmer.  I worked at County Hospital as a registered nurse from 1966-1969.  Madera Health Dept for 1 ½ years.  King City Memorial Hospital for 5 years and Salinas Health Department for 6 ½ years.  I work on the family ranch now.  I do a lot of volunteer work for the community and for breast cancer awareness.  Since in 1991 I was diagnosed & breast cancer with no remissions.  There has been a lot of change for patient care and emotional support of breast cancer survivors.
List any student nurse experiences you may remember and any faculty:

Yes- My first injection shot of TB patient- that completely “dropped his drawers” & I was shaky so much-But Mrs. Baumgartner was very calm about the whole thing.  There is a difference in buttocks and the orange!
How do you feel about nursing then and now, and in the future?

Nursing was a lot of hard work.  I notice the hospitals seem to have a lot more machines that regulate IVs, O2 level etc.  Some nurses continue to give better patient care than others.  The patient expects the nurse to be there for the patient, etc.
Any bits of wisdom you have learned over the years? (If you have changed profession, how has your nursing education helped?)

My nursing education helped me with family illness and concerns.  I was able to monitor progress of my elderly parents & grandparents.  I gained a lot of insight into illness & wellness.

