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Briefly tell about your family background:


My name is Marie Hoemke.  I was born in Fresno, CA as my father worked at the Southern California Edison Company Powerhouses on the San Joaquin River.  Auberry, CA was our post office.   I was the oldest of 3 children born to Joe and Margaret Yela.  I followed in my parents footsteps—both were college graduates.  I am the only nurse in my family.  Living away from home was an economic challenge for my family so in my junior year I applied to the Army Nurse Corps as a student.  Upon graduation, I received orders to Ft. Sam Houston in San Antonio, TX and [image: image2.jpg]


was commissioned as an officer. My new orders were to Letterman General Hospital, Presidio of San Francisco.  I received my BSN at FSC/CSUF in 1962 and obtained 2 masters:  one at the University of San Francisco in Public Administration (MPA) in 1987 and the other at San Francisco State University in Educational Administration (MA) in 1991.  I am an RN certified in public health and school audiometric and have a General School Services Credential with the CA Department of Education.   In marriage to Rajendra Madahar, I had 3 children:  Palminder (Paula) Hernandez, age 44, is a CA county Deputy Chief of Probation;  Jasminder (Jesse) Madahar, age 41, is a contract worker in Mississippi; Rabinder (Rob) Madahar, age 39, is a sales manager for exotic natural stone.  In marriage to Dale Hoemke, I have a step-daughter, Beth Corso, age 55, a graphic designer in Connecticut.  
I worked at: 

· Fresno Community Hospital as a student nurse, 1960-1962

· U.S. Army Nurse Corps., as staff nurse RN, 1961 to present

· University of California, San Francisco, Moffett Hospital, as staff nurse RN, 1964-1965
· St. Joseph’s Hospital, San Francisco, as staff nurse RN, 1965

· San Francisco Department of Public Health, as a Public Health Nurse, 1965-74

· Fortis Corporation, as Medical Care Coordinator RN, 1991

· San Francisco Unified School District, school nurse RN and program administrator, 1974-2001.
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2.  List any student nurse experience you may remember and any faculty:  As a student nurse, I remember studying and having to put much effort into courses that other nurses seemed to find easier.  Memorizing, going to class, drilling & memorizing so many subjects—that was all there was time to do.  During the summers, I worked at Fresno Community Hospital as a nurse’s aide to reinforce my skills.  I remember Miss Maxson being very encouraging.  Alton Boghosian is my most fond faculty memory—being encouraging and available when I needed appointments to inquire about curriculum & other questions.  She also facilitated my being presented a certificate at graduation as most “outstanding student” in my nursing class.  
3.  How do you feel about nursing then and now and in the future?

As a nurse, I always felt like a Doctor’s assistant.  I enjoyed the contact with patients, assisting with their health instruction & care.  In the Army, the mission for nurses for our soldiers was fascinating—quite different from civilian nursing.  Military discipline and training were a challenge.  Both military and civilian Doctors and supervising nurses in my early years were focused on prevention.  Working with male nurses was a new experience.  In San Francisco, I learned of a position as a public health nurse, applied, and very much enjoyed the assignments and challenges in that field for 9 years. When my son was diagnosed with leukemia, I briefly stopped working.  Needing an income several months later, I learned of a part-time position as a school nurse.  A couple of years part-time led to full-time school nursing until my retirement in 2001.  Over the years, I enjoyed working with colleagues who went on to the new field of Nurse Practitioner.  The future is exciting and will be challenging for nurses.
4.  Any bits of wisdom you have learned over the years?(If you have changed professions, now has your nursing education helped?)  
Sharing knowledge and empowering others is so important.  As the emphasis on preventive care has changed to acute care, I believe that lessening emphasis on the preventive aspects of disease is an error.  
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