Susan Cocciolo


 CSUF 1978

Briefly tell about your family history:

My name is Susan Cocciolo I was born in Fresno, CA. I was the 2nd of 2 children born to Harry & Irene. I was the 2nd to go to college in my family, and the 3rd nurse in my family. I graduated from FSC/CSUF in 1978. I obtained BS Degree/certificate. I live with my domestic partner we have been together for 30 years.

Short Nursing BIO: Tell us about your Nursing career since graduation and further education you may have received:
I worked post graduation for Fresno community Hospital, most of that in critical care. I supervised for 5 years during that time we built the best unit in California. I went back to the bedside but was distracted with supervision. I moved to Oceanside Ca 10 years ago and still work in critical care a trauma center in Escondido CA. I have cut back to part time I received 2 degrees from FSU one in social work and the other in nursing.

List any student nurse experiences you may remember and any faculty:

My best experience was with the teacher watched me place an NC tube. The patient was moving and I got faint and the world went black. My instructor ran around the bed and got me into a chair before I hit the floor. The patient had to have the tube placed in surgery, I was very embarrassed but Miss Stitch told me it was ok. I didn’t place another NC Tube until I was working as an RN
How do you feel about nursing then and now, and in the future?

I loved nursing. In the beginning I was scared, excited and anxious to go to work. Each day I went to work I looked up at the floor I was going to work and say “God don’t let me kill anyone today”. I t was fun and exciting. Now I feel a lot less excitement. It takes 4-5 steps to even get medication to relieve my patient’s pain. I am almost regulated into immobility.
Any bits of wisdom you have learned over the years? (If you have changed profession, how has your nursing education helped?)

The most important thing I’ve learned is “Communication” How to make sure the patient’s care gets communicated from one nurse to another and to communicate the patient as a person, diagnosis and personality.

