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BACKGROUND: My name is Linda Combs.  I was born in Quincy, CA to parents Norma and Jack Crabtree.  My mother was a nurse and a radiologist technician.  She is the person who inspired me to become a nurse.  I remember at a young age my mother would be on- call for radiology and would be called in frequently to perform x-rays at night.  I would tag along with her and see how she interacted with the patients.  It was her caring mannerism and the appreciation of the patients of her care that led me to the field of nursing.   I graduated from high school with a GED, then put things on hold to raise a family.  I worked as a secretary while taking a class here and there.  Finally when my child was in high school in his senior year I decided to return to school for my nursing degree.  I attended the College of Sequoias and graduated in 1991. I then returned to the Univ. of Bakersfield for my BA in nursing in 2005, then on to Fresno stated for my FNP in 2007. I am currently employed in
  Hanford, CA at CVGH.

EXPERIENCE: My preceptor from the RN program at College of Sequoias was Amy Mullins.  A very gifted nurse who had so much patience.  She was such an inspiration to me.  She always reassured me not to worry that everything would come together as I continued to practice nursing and always alleviated my fears.  She was so organized that it was my goal to be as organized as her in my own career. Teachers:  Ladonna Tate, Jan Woodall, Sherry Stava, Nancy Shneider, Mr. and Mrs. Black, Dean Havard all were role models at COS.  Cherie Rector at Univ of Bakersfield. Dorothy Fraser was my most recent role model at Fresno State.  I am sure if it had not been for her patience and perseverance I wouldn't have made it through the master's program.  Keitha Mountcastle as well who was my advisor for my thesis project.  It is amazing the gifts that teachers pass on to their students.  I don't think many of them realize their gifts.  A personal thank you to all of mine even those not mentioned
 . 

THOUGHTS: I think nursing has evolved since the time I began.  I believe nurses are more independent in their roles and thinking.  They are also bolder in their approach.  I think education is the key to the future as more and more nurses are returning to school to build on their critical thinking skills.  Experience also is key to a nurse’s success and confidence.  Healthcare as a whole is changing and I believe future needs will rely more and more on nurses for their expertise in each individual field of nursing.  I believe FNP's will be utilized more and more to fast track patient's care and educate patients in their specific healthcare needs.  Now the DNP is opening up a whole different spectrum of nursing.

WISDOM: I only wish that I would have started in nursing earlier than I did.  It has been the most rewarding field I could have chosen.  If I could I would only say one thing to up and coming nurses, EDUCATION IS THE KEY.  Don't stop learning, there is a huge arena of knowledge out there.  Don't become complacent when you receive your RN degree, keep aspiring for more knowledge.
