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Michael Russler, RN, BSN, MSN, EdD, FNP
FSC 1975
Attended Clovis High School, Graduated 1970 
Wife Rebecca (Lindstrom) Russler (high school sweethearts!)

Children

Sandra Stemple

Steven Russler (two grandchildren)

List any student nurse experience you may remember and any faculty?
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I began at Fresno State College (still a College) in fall 1970 and chose nursing during my first semester. My sister-in-law, Linda Lindstrom, graduated from Fresno State’s nursing program and was a public health nurse. This seemed a very solid choice for a major and fit my desire to help while working in a healthcare field.

While in college, I ran track and cross country and my running and exercise has continued to be an important part of my life. One experience I recall is the frequent question I received as a male nursing student. People would always ask “So you’re studying to be a male nurse?” My response was “No, I challenged that first part and I am just studying to be a nurse!”

I enjoyed my time as a nursing student and had several key faculty that were influential. Sandy Kindell was my fundamental’s instructor and gave me the encouragement to return to school for my master’s degree. She also was active with CNA and served as a mentor for me as I began in local leadership roles. 

Dr. Karen Nishio was my critical care faculty and was a warm clinical instructor who was able to challenge her students to perform their best. Later, she was one of my mentor faculty in my CNS/Nurse Educator program and I still use many of the educational approaches she taught me then. When I became a faculty, Karen continued to serve as a role model for educational leadership. 

Arlene Evans was my master teacher in Psych/Mental Health. I can honestly say her knowledge, compassion, and expertise changed me as a young man and I still use the content and approaches I learned from her.

In my role as a nursing faculty, Dr. Pauline Kliewer has been an important mentor and still influences my work as the Department chair.

My wife, Rebecca Russler, RN, BSN, MSN, FNP, is also a graduate of Fresno State and currently works as a Nurse Practitioner in the University Health Center. She is a dedicated professional whose work has inspired me. She has been a preceptor for our graduate students and I always say she is the best teacher in our house.
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Work

My work history includes a medical-surgical hospital, psychiatric in-patient, out-patient mental health, hospice, and family practice as an FNP. I have been a faculty at Fresno State since 1984 and have served as the Department chair for 5 years. I feel that it is a privilege to be a nursing faculty.

Education

BSN - CSU, Fresno 1975

MSN – CNS/Nurse Educator CSU, Fresno 1978

EdD – Educational Psychology and Counseling University of San Francisco

FNP – Post-master’s Certificate CSU, Fresno 1998

How do you feel about nursing then and now, and in the future?

I am proud to be a nurse, proud of my education at Fresno State, and am excited about the future for nursing. As a faculty and Department chair, I have been able to share this enthusiasm with the next generation of nurses and create a vision for advanced education that takes place immediately after the baccalaureate degree. My passion has been focused on both planting the seed for advanced degrees while facilitating access to those programs. I am proud to be currently mentoring 10 students in doctoral programs!

Any bits of wisdom you have learned over the years?  

My education has had a great influence on my personal, spiritual, and professional experiences. I encourage our students to step back and look at the entire picture, to be patient, and enjoy their particular pathways. I often use the phrase “Let’s wait to see” or “That’s yet to be determined” when asked what or how to proceed.
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