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Briefly tell about your family history:
My name is Marilyn Slater. I was born in Camp LeJeune, North Carolina and grew up in Glendora, California.  I was the only daughter with two brothers born to Mary Slater, a teacher, and Ronald Slater, an OBGYN physician.  I got my Bachelor of Arts in English Literature at Loyola Marymount University in 1973. I worked for a variety of banks for approximately a decade of my life. I moved to Yosemite National Park and had a several jobs related to the special “generic masters” program for people who had degrees in other fields besides nursing and wanted to become nurse practitioners.  I finished this accelerated nursing program in 1994, took the boards and practiced as an RN on the med surg/telemetry floor at Fresno community Hospital for approximately one year.  I then moved back to my home in Yosemite and worked at Yosemite Medical Clinic where I learned emergency medicine and was an Emergency Medical Services Coordinator with the Park Service as well as an RN/MICN and ER certified nurse at the community medical clinic.  I also went back to Cal State Fresno and finished a few courses to get my BSN in 1997.  Finally, I returned to Cal State Fresno and received my MSN and nurse practitioner license in 2002.  I worked as a nurse practitioner at Oakhurst Community Center in its clinic and urgent care.  I am currently working in Chico as a nurse practitioner at Chico Family Health Center and my ranger husband is retired from the park service and working per diem as a physical therapy assistant.
List any student nurse experiences you may remember and any faculty:

I remember a lot of hard work in nursing school but I also remember a lot of laughs and good times as we student nurses fumbled our way into proficiency.  Dr. Mike Russler “Mike” stands out as an influential and consistent teacher/mentor each time I returned to get a higher degree.  He was demanding professor but somehow took the needless stress out of learning.  I developed some priceless friendships during school.  Being an older student (I was in my forties when I started) was insignificant. 
How do you feel about nursing then and now, and in the future?
I feel the nursing profession has had some real struggles in the past in a failing health care system.  But I have also seen nursing take a strong leadership role in providing sustainable solutions.
Any bits of wisdom you have learned over the years? (If you have changed profession, how has your nursing education helped?)

Bits of wisdom?  Anyone who goes into nursing is looking at a blessed life.
