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My name is Pauletta Frances Hatridge Soares but I have been known from birth as Jackie.  My parents, Jack and Inez Hatridge migrated from Oklahoma to California just before the outbreak of World War II and settled in Los Banos where I was the second-born of their three daughters.  I attended Fresno City College as a divorced mother of three, (daughter Kimberley and sons Darren and Mathew)  graduating with my ADN in 1980.  I continued my pursuit of education at CSU Fresno graduating in 1985 with a BSN.  In 1991, I received my MS in Nursing Administration from the University of California at San Francisco.  I was the first and only person in my nuclear family to receive a college degree.

I actually began my healthcare career at then Valley Children’s Hospital (VCH) in 1979 as a unit clerk in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU).  Upon graduation from FCC, I became a staff nurse in the PICU.  I advanced there as a charge nurse, critical care transport nurse and as Assistant Director of Transport and Outreach Education  while continuing my education.  In 1989, while pursuing my masters degree, I began working as a Nurse Educator at VCH.
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Upon completion of my masters, I moved to Santa Clara, California where I was Nurse Manager, responsible for setting up a brand new PICU for Kaiser Permanente, including writing policies, training staff and supervising care.  In 1994, I returned to VCH (now Children’s Hospital of Central California) where I have held various positions in bedside care, management, and administration.  I currently work there part time as a Case Manager in the Rehabilitation Department.  In 2002, I began working concurrently for CSU Fresno as a Clinical Instructor in Pediatrics.  This has been my favorite position and one in which I plan to carry on until retirement.

