
Wards: Modification from Delinquency Jurisdiction
to Transition or Dependency Jurisdiction

Applies to (1) Ward’s last status review before turning 18—must be set at least 90 days before  
ward’s 18th birthday; or (2) Any hearing to terminate jurisdiction over a ward of any age who is  

under a foster care placement order or was under such an order when adjudged a ward

Is the ward 18  
or older, and turned  

18 while under a foster 
care placement order?

See Chart E:  
Delinquency (Rule 5.812)

See Chart E:  
Delinquency (Rule 5.812)

Has the ward 
achieved  

rehabilitative goals?

Is the ward  
currently in foster care?

Is the ward a  
dual-status minor?

Eligible to be a nonminor dependent 
under delinquency jurisdiction if he 
or she meets nonminor dependent 

eligibility criteria

Delinquency jurisdiction is terminated—dependency 
jurisdiction continues, with child welfare services 

responsible for placement and supervision

Was the ward in foster care 
when declared a ward? 

Ward is not eligible for  
modification of jurisdiction

Is the ward at risk of abuse  
or neglect?

Is the ward 18 or older? 

Ward is not eligible for  
modification of jurisdiction  

Ward is eligible for resumption  
of dependency jurisdiction

If dependency  
jurisdiction was 

suspended

If the probation  
department was desig-
nated as lead agency 

- OR -

A ward who turned  
18 while under a foster  
care placement order 

and meets other eligibility 
criteria can be a nonminor 

dependent under 
transition jurisdiction

Dependency jurisdiction must be resumed if the 
court finds that the ward can’t be returned home

Does the ward meet all requirements for  
transitional jurisdiction? 
1.  Age: more than 17 years, 5 months and 

less than 18 years old;  
2.  Has achieved rehabilitative goals; 
3.  Cannot safely be returned home; and 
4.  Intends to meet nonminor dependent 

status requirements (Welf. & Inst.  
Code, § 450)

The court must modify its 
jurisdiction over the ward 

from delinquency  
to transition jurisdiction

Is the ward 
under 18? 

YES

Is the ward at 
risk of abuse or 

neglect?

YES

Ward is not eligible for  
dependency jurisdiction

YES

Was the ward 
in foster care 

when declared a 
ward?

The court must direct ward’s 
probation officer or attorney to 
submit an application to child 
welfare services under § 329 

for a proceeding to declare the 
ward a dependent under § 300 

YES
YES

NO

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

YES

NO NO

YES

NO NO

NO

NO

NO

Ward is not eligible for  
nonminor dependent status


